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Summit by Morrison

Summit by Morrison closes on development loan
Whitefield senior living community on track to welcome residents this spring
WHITEFIELD — Summit by
Morrison announced it recently
closed on financing with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Rural
Development for its 83-unit senior
living community in Whitefield.
The two low-interest loans from
the Rural Development Community Facilities Guaranteed Loan
Program, which partners with
municipalities and non-profit organizations to invest in essential
community facilities in rural areas,
total $24,973,000.

“Closing on our USDA Rural
Development loan is a key milestone as we work toward welcoming
residents to Summit by Morrison
this spring,” said Chad Dingman,
executive director of Summit by
Morrison
and
The
Morrison
Assisted Living and Skilled Nursing Care. “Summit by Morrison is
the solution to a growing need for
independent living and assisted
living options for North Country
seniors. It has taken tremendous
effort from our team and commu-
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nity partners to keep all the pieces
of this project moving forward.”
In 2014, The Morrison Assisted
Living and Skilled Nursing Care, a
long-time non-profit operator of a
nursing home and assisted living
facility in Whitefield, conducted a
community needs assessment. The
results supported what community
leaders had long thought: senior
housing in the Whitefield area and
the North Country was not keeping
up with the growing need. Many of
the area’s residents exceeded the

guidelines to qualify for incomebased subsidized senior housing
but did not have the means to live
in private, for-profit independent
and assisted living communities.
“Many North Country residents
must currently travel up to three
hours south to find appropriate
senior housing options,” said Brian
Fogg, chairman, Summit by Morrison board of directors. “We found
this to be unacceptable. When
see MORRISON page 17
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Springtime projects that reap lasting rewards
It seems we have survived yet
another of Old Man Winter’s stormy
blasts and are looking forward to a
decent and more temperate weekend. This time of year can be a bit of
a tease. Last week, I was able to get
out and enjoy a quick bike ride and
a couple of nice hikes. Once the
weather hit, we were all stuck back
indoors waiting for another branch
to snap under the weight of that
heavy snow. Snowstorms aside, I
still get excited about springtime
projects in the back yard.
I’m not much of a gardener and I
most certainly don’t have a single
green digit, thumb or otherwise,
between my two hands. But one
thing I did learn last year was the
joy (and ease) of perennials. If you
are itching to get into the back yard
for some renovations and DIY
adventures, consider going green
this year. For me, the best part about

perennials is they come back every
year. So this spring, without lifting a
finger, I’ll have some beautiful
sprouts blossoming up as soon as
the snow melts and I won’t have dug
a single hole.
The trick with perennials is that
they tend to only blossom for a very
short time. In most cases, they are
“in bloom” for two to three weeks. So
if you plan correctly (and with a bit
of luck) you can plant different flowers that will bloom consecutively
and you’ll have a fresh batch of flowers to enjoy throughout the whole
summer. Some of the more common
perennials are tulips (my favorite),
lilies, black-eyed Susans and asters.
You can do a little research before
heading to your local greenhouse
and start planning for next year.
While visiting my brother in
Sandy, Utah, a couple weeks ago, he
showed me a pretty neat project he

has going in his back yard. Like
most of us, he lives in a neighborhood where the houses are not all
that far apart. On one end of the
yard he added some concrete pavers
and crushed stone in order to create
a sitting area. The view is the amazing Wasatch Range and the sunsets
are simply breathtaking. And
although they enjoy the company of
their neighbors, that doesn’t mean
they don’t want a little privacy once
in a while.
Since great fences make great
neighbors, he installed a fence
around the entire back yard. The
benefits of this are numerous. It is a
great place for Lily, their greyhound,
to run around safe from cars. He
and his wife have a great place to
relax anytime of day and enjoy the
view. And they can entertain a few
friends in the privacy of their now
secluded back yard. The benefits

also extend
to the neighbors as well
since
with
the addition
of the fence,
Jason Robie
they
now
also
enjoy
the same privacy. You can tackle this backyard
project with a bit of planning, some
lumber and concrete and ideally a
few friends who will likely enjoy
your private back yard once you are
done!
“Privacy fences tend to be a big
selling point for buyer families with
pets and kids,” notes Badger Realty
agent, Susan Solar. “Not only is it a
plus for the buyers, but sellers will
appreciate the increase in their
home’s resale value. As long as the
see ROBIE page 17
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IMPORTANT INFO: GORHAM ARTICLE 3

fence is in good shape, nearly all buyers will see the
added benefit,” she continued.
The last item on our project list today is a bit
front-loaded with hard work in order to reap the
benefits. The term “hardscaping” has been thrown
around a bit over the past few years. In general
terms, it simply means replacing lawn with some
sort of stone. The addition can be pavers, retaining
walls, patios, crushed stone and even a fire pit. The
up-front effort is significant, and don’t let anybody
tell you different. You’ll want to start evaluating
your friends for this project based on back strength.
But the end game is well worth it. Imagine cutting the amount of lawn you have to mow in half (or
more!). By adding pavers, walkways, crushed stone
around trees and shrubs or even going all out and
adding a patio, you will be virtually eliminating
your mowing duties one rock at a time. You can even
get super creative and add texture to your backyard
by adding piles of dirt and shaping the area with
retaining walls. This is a great way to highlight a
shrub or even those awesome new flowers you
planted! I also couldn’t live with myself if I didn’t
note how much water you will save instead of
having to waste it keeping your silly lawn green. It’s
2018. We should know better by now.
Spring is the time for corn-snow skiing, trips up
to Tuckerman’s and backyard projects. If you go the
hardscaping route, keep in mind you are investing
in more relaxation once the project is done. And if
you build the fence, remember it will pay dividends
throughout your ownership of the home. These projects are some of the more satisfying because you get
to see (and enjoy) your hard work almost every day.
Replacing windows and doors is great for ROI, but
not nearly as gratifying. See you at the lumberyard!

114 Main Street
Gorham, NH
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Summit by Morrison opens, the community will
have access to additional senior housing options
that enable residents to stay in and continue
contributing to their cherished communities,
close to loved ones, friends, doctors and familiar
services.”
“USDA Rural Development ensures that rural
areas, like New Hampshire’s beautiful North
Country, have the resources to maintain strong
communities,” said Anthony Linardos, New
Hampshire and Vermont state director, USDA
Rural Development. “Increasing affordable
senior housing options with projects like Summit
by Morrison will allow community members to
age surrounded by the love and support of their
friends and families.”
Built on the reputation of its sister facility a
few miles away, The Morrison Assisted Living
and Skilled Nursing Care, Summit by Morrison
is a first-of-its-kind senior living community in
New Hampshire’s North Country. The community will offer multiple residence options for
seniors who wish to live independently and
remain within the community as their needs
change.
Summit by Morrison broke ground in September 2016. In December 2017, construction was
completed on its 14 independent living cottages.
Construction on Summit House, the main
campus building with 33 independent living
apartments, 24 assisted living apartments and
12 memory care studio units, will be completed
within the next few months. The full senior
living community will welcome residents in
spring of 2018.
People interested in learning about Summit by
Morrison’s residential options, touring the community, or reserving a residence may contact
Shannon Lynch, marketing director, at (603)
754-4004 or info@summitbymorrison.org, or go
to summitbymorrison.org.

A “NO” vote on Article 3 will NOT create total chaos in Gorham, as some predict.
We have capable town employees who do many daily tasks on their own.
The Selectmen meet every 2 weeks to address major issues.
An interim Administrator can fill in until a permanent Town Administrator is hired.
The Selectmen can authorize a Town Administrator to make certain major
decisions without consulting the Board.

DON’T BE FOOLED BY PREDICTIONS OF DOOM & GLOOM!
VOTE “NO” ON ARTICLE 3!

2004 Chevy Aveo

AUTO AND
TRUCK SALES

4-Dr hatch, Auto,
front-wheel drive,
PW, Cruise, AM/FM/
CD, A/C, 142k miles

$

TOWING & REPAIRS

1,795

2006 GMC Sierra 1500 4WD
Mint Condition, A/C,
Cruise, AM/FM/CD, Dual
air bags, 126k miles
$

8,495

JUST REDUCED
$

7,995

2001 Ford Explorer Sport Trac 4WD 1996 Buick Regal 3800 Series

Come See Our
Cars At
Great Prices!

One owner, 4-Dr, Auto,
4.0L, V6, PW/PL/PM, Pw.
drv. seat, Cruise, AM/FM/6
Disc, Pw. back window,
A/C, dual air bags, temp.
disp., 117k miles

$

4,995

4-Dr sedan, Auto,
Leather, Pw seat,
PW/PL, A/C, AM/FM/
CASS, 114k Miles

$

1,795
2000 Honda Accord EX

2000 Chrysler T&C AWD
6-Cyl, Van, Auto, Leather,
Heated pw seats, PW/
PL, Cruise, A/C, AM/FM/
CD, 174k miles

$

1,995

2.3 L, 4-Dr sedan,
Auto, Front wheel
drive, Leather, Pw
seat, PW/PL, Cruise,
AM/FM/CASS/CD,
Side air bags, A/C

$

2,495

